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HY STATE ISBANKUES WIRELESS PLANT

OF BRITISH SHIP

SEIZED BY U. S.

CLASSMATES WILL

BE PAH BEARERS

FOR JUDGE HALLEN

City Hall Will Cldse Through
Forenoon Public . School i

V Flags at Half Staff.
" i

1 SUMMARY OF , TODAY'S WAR NEWS .
Desperate Fighting, In

Spite of Severe Winter,
Marks Final Stand of Rus-

sians to Save Poland Cap-

ital - Both Sides Lose
, Many Officers and Men.

claims and conflict of movements
as the present. In the west, . where
the - allies recently were every -

' where on the offensive, they are
now confronted at points with se-
vere German attacks,

v

compelling
them to defend thoir own positions.
In the east, as well, the situation
is changing swiftly. The Ger- -

. mans, who for a time were able to
push forward swiftly, are now
meeting with .'determined resist-
ance from their antagonists in
their new positions.' The latest oflicial communication
from Petrograd admits that-- ' the'
Russians have been compelled to
retreat from some positions and
at the same time states that the
German attacks have been repulsed
everywhere with heavy losses to
the invaders. Germany and Aus-
tria continue' to assert that im- -

- portant successes are being: achlevr
ed. . One of the --great 'battles of
the war is in--, progress thirty miles

' west- - of Warsaw, and meanwhile
the Russian forces to the . north
are pushing . into Germany, pre-
senting the possibility of a flank-
ing .movement which will menace
the main army of General Von
Hindenburg. . -

. .

It is announced in- - Lisbon that
German forces have invaded the
province of Angola, Portuguese
West Africa. A German "invasion
was said to have been defeated in
October, although this report was
received in Berlin. . On the present,
occasion the Portuguese- - govern-
ment admits, that the troops at
the military post of Naulila have
been compelled .- to retreat. ....

,
ON THE WAR j

STEADILY GOING

DEEPERJH DEBT

Tax , Commissioner Corbin
Blames "Liberality" To-

wards Certain Interests. .

NOT EXTRAVAGANCE,
BUT TAX INJUSTICE

Permanent Income From Tax
ation Not Now Sufficient to
- Meet Current Expense.

The state of Connecticut is steadily
running behind. ' Its expenses are
greater than its income.

A large additional expense has been
incurred for permanent investments
in highways, and public buildings, but
these expenses have been met toy bond
issues: and the proceeds of. other loans.
So that current income from taxation
is not enough to meet current ex-
penses.

'v

Part of is due to lack
of economy, but much of it is due to
tax injustice. There would be no de-
ficiency ,v but a considerable surplus,if Connecticut were not so "liberal"
to certain kinds of property, In takingit for taxation. - ' .

"Uberal'1 is the word used toy- - Tax
Commissioner William H. Corbin, in
his report from 1913 and 1914, which
is just from the press.

Tax Commissisoner Corbin' makes
very clear recommendations for the
curing of tax injustices, and the heal-
ing of the breach between income and
outgo' '..''

He : finds that manufacturing cor
porations are not . paying their fair
share of taxes, and ho recommendsa franchise tax to yield additional

'revenue.

impaired the - receipts from the in-- .

heritance tax, and he recommends
legislation to place such taxes at least
on their former, basis of productivity.

Te finds a. wid' difln&ritv bfltnwwh
What water, - gas, electric light and
power companies- report their prop
erty worth in their statements to the
public utility commissioners, and what
they represent it to be worth in. their
statements to the taxing authority. He'
recommends a ; franchise tax upon
such corporations. '. '.. v .. ;: ,

. Mr-- Cobin, - deanstes-ffs- x number of
pa-fe-

s to consideration the taxation; of
the--Ne- 'Haven road, and other rail-
roads. "

To the last session the commis
sioner recommended1 a change in the
law (taxing railroads upon their gross
receipts, : Instead of . by the present
complicated system, which, apparentlyhas been created ' to relieve the rail
roads of thejr share'of the public ex-
pense. Thej General Assembly did not
accept his advice, with the result that
the state in the present year will, lose
some $600,000 from this source. that
it should have. In 1908 the railroads
of. Connecticut paid to (the state 51,- -
452,165. In 1914 they paid $427,211.

In discussing the state tax Mi-- : Cor-
bin admits its usefulness in keepingcitizens reminded of the necessity of
paying careful attention to the bust
ness affairs of the state. . He regardsa small rate as sufficient for this pur
pose, and opposes the tax in principal,because it unduly rests upon the small
property owner. - - ' .

It is suggested that Savings deposits
in National banks ought to be taxed
at the same rate, as deposits in sav-
ings 'banks- .- , ,

The i matters here referred to. are
by no means all of - the interestingmattrs discussed m the report, which
presents a. detailed program from
many improvements in the valuation
of property, its assessment for taxa
tion,, and the collection of the tax after it ia assessed. ,

BOB BEACH, RECENT

BRIDEGROOM, GOES

JO MOTHER'S HOME

Automobile Racer HI, Gives
Up Business Cares Bride

Rejoins Parents
Robert P. Beach, the well known au

tomobile enthusiast, racer and sales
man, who recently married Miss Na
talie Forbes, daughter of A. Holland
Forbes of balloon fame, has been com-
pelled to give up business and seek
his health at the home of - his - fath
er at California, Mo. - It is understood
that he will soon go to Southern Cal
ifornia. Mrs. Beach has rejoined her
mother and father who recently mov
ed from the Burr homestead in Fair
field to hotel apartments in New York
city.Mr. Beach, who was preceded by his
wife, left this city last night, having
withdrawn from his business partner-
ship with William H. Starbuck ,and
bid good-by- e to his friends at 68 Wash
ington avenue with whom he lived.

CHAUFFEUR JAILED
FOR RECKLESSNESS;

RAN DOWN LABORER

Howard Avery, Norwalk chauffeur,
21 years old, was fined $50 and costs
and sentenced to five days in jail by
Judge Coughlin at today's city , court
session for reckless operation of an
automobile at Waterview and Strat
ford avenues, Dec. 18, when he struck
and seriously injured Joseph Much,
26 Reilly street. Much was cleaningout a catch basin for the Connecticut
Co., when struck.
- Avery contended that it was rain
ing hard, dark and that Much was
dressed in dark clothing and not
easily seen. Judge Coughlin, who is
intimately acquainted with that lo
cality questioned Avery closely be-
fore making his decision. Bonds for
an appeal were fixed at $309.

TO RECOVER

BANKRUPT'S

SECURITIES

John C. Chamberlain,-- Trus- -

tee for Burr & Knapp, In-

stitutes $150,000 - Action
. Against First-Bridgepo- rt

National Bank.

Wife of H. M. Knapp Is De:
fendant In Another Suit
AnPOrinSr" That Transfer Of

to , O

Knapp Home was ifLaae
Without Consideration:

in an effort to recover property said
to rightfully belong to the Burr &

"KnaoD creditors, . Trustee John C
this' morning brought

..imi the First-Bridgep- Na
tional bank for $160,000 and against
33. Louise Faxon' Knapp, . the latter
action being to gain possession of the
Knapp homestead on Park placed De-

puty Sheriff John M. Donnelly served
P. WWrenVice-Preside- ntpapers on

vf the bank and on' Mrs." Knapp. The
Baits were brought through Judge
Xjohn S: Pullman, counsel for Trustee
John C. Chamberlain. .'-'- '. '

In the complaint against-th- e banx
it ia said that) Burr & Knapp'had de-

posits aggregating $268,000. They had
an adcouot with the First-Bridgep- ort

ibank and' cleared through the bank
for checks. ' On August 8 last Burr &

Knapp deposited with the bank drafts
jn the Georgia Loan & ..Trust Co. of,

- Macon, Ga., amounting to $130,060.
f Payment was refused, by the Trust Co.

knd. the drafts were returned, ; pro-test- ed

to the local bank. Thereupon
nirr & Knapp became indebted to the

' !banfc- - :: --- ', :
' J r ' ' 'W'-'-

between August 13 and September
12 last, it la claimed hat .Burr &

Knapp transferred certain v securities
and made cash payments as collateral
for this. slde.bte-duess.- ' At- - IJic .time,
of these transfers Burr iKBsflpiwera
Insolvent i - The total of value of these
securities. was $56,260. They incltld- -

v ed bonds of the Sedalia, M- - Water.
Co valued ' at $5,000; 30 shares of. the
Georgia, Loan & Trust Co.. $3,000; seer
end mortgage bonds of the Waterviet,

; iJXr ,T. Hydraulic Cto:v $ 3 0,600; . first
mortgage bonds of the' same eom- -
pany, ; $3,000; "notes I secured by the
Mary EC. Burr property . on Fairfield
avenue $14,000; notesgiven y Mrs.
Burr and secured toy 29 pieces of. local

ropertyr $16,600; cash, from Burr &
- Knapp, $11,500; two insurance policies

on the life of H. M. Knapp at $10,000
each. There are also 17 mortgages
driven ' by local . real estate" mea and
tuilders which, were' turned .over -- to
the bank toy Burr & Knapp. ' .

j. - All , these '. transfers, the trustee
States, were made within four months
of the time that Burr A Knapp went
a nto bankruptcy " and . therefore the
creditors have a legal right to recover.
"The possession of these would enable
the FirstBridgeport bank.to obtain a
iigreater -- percentage of its debts than
other creditor. '''';: t

sIni addition to' $150,000, damagesi the
' ,trustee wanta . the .superior court : to
iorder the ibanlt for all se- -

' curities, to assign all. securities undis--
" sosed of - back to the trustee and ' to

,pay the trustee' the amounts received
for the securities sold. J f

In the action 'against Mrs. Knapp,
the trustee says that the defunct 'firm
wes $906,207.36 and has "not sufficient

funds to pay its debts. On September
14 last a dee J transferring the Park
Tplace homestead from .H. , M. kauvph
rto Mrs-Knap- p "was recorded,' This
rwas a gift without consideration. The
rorooerty also has a frontage on La-
favette street. It is subject to a $10- ,-

fl 00 (mortgage but, it is reasonably
worth $5,000 more..

' . At the time of thel transfer-Biir- r &
' --Knapp were Insolvent and they went

Mnto 'bankruptcy about six. weeks iat
er. The trustee wants', the superior
icoart to et aside the conveyance and
ialso ward-- $10,000 damages.

Both - actions are returnable to the
. pjanuary term of court.

Senator 'phelan
; ?t0 investigate

SULLIVAN'S CASE

'Wfeeljirigton. Dec. ' 23 James D
Phelan, Senaltor-ele- ct from California,

.received his appointment today as a
special commissioner to investigate

.' charges against American Minister
. Sullivan in the Dominican Republic
i President Wilson and Secretary Bryaif

' i have given Mr. Phelanj,full authority
to conduct the , investigation without
further orders. He will work first in

. f Vr iTMnila.r- - bureau of the War de
partment,-an- .later make an invesii- -

i gation in Santo Domingo.

, COLTJMBTJS BREWERY
S IN RECEIVER'S HANDS

',. Columbus, O., Dec. 23 Ifoster-Colmnb- us

. Breweries Co., a $12,000,- -
000 corporation, went into the hands
of receivers o3ay on order of the
ITnited States district court. . "De-- i
creased demand for beer, adverse
legislation and the voting :' 'dry of
many stares and counties in the last
eight years," was given as the cause,

Merchant Vessel Used; Radio
For Code. Messages While

In Canal Zone.

ACTION VIOLATES '

NEUTRALITY LAWS

Navy Department May Send
Another Warship to Pan-

ama Canal. V

;

Washington,, Dec. 23 Lieut, Cren-

shaw, naval radio officer at the Pan-
ama Canal, cabled the navy .depart-
ment today that the wireless apparatus
on the steamer Protesilaus in Bilboa
harbor, was dismantled by canal zone
officials after it was found she had
been sending code messages.

The cruiser Tacoma is at Cristobal
to enforce neutrality and the navy
department still has under considera-
tion the possibility of dispatching an-
other vessel to the canal zone.

A British statement recently to the
navy department " said Gov.-- . Goethals
had said, in a written communication,
that fie had been misinformed when
he charged that a British collier was
using its radio outfit, contrary to neu-
trality. ,: . , ;x

Officials" here jqow assume that the
governor had reference to another
British ship which also figured in the
official despatches as having violated
the canal rules by Jsaving Bilboa
without clearance papers and 'that that
vessel has been confined with the Pro-tesilau- s."

The unnamed collier had
no wireless apparatus.

The Protesilaus is a British mer
chant steamer of 6,iiS tons which, un
der charter of the British government.
sailed from Victoria, B. C, in Novem
ber for Bilboa, Panama Canal zone. Itwas assumed she ' carried coal and
supplies for British naval vessels, ,

COL.. GOETTHALS ACTED - ,

AT REQUEST OF NAVAL, .

HEADS IN CANAL ZONE
TJew Tork,Dee.i 28 The

made by Colonel George W. Gosthals,
governor of - the canal zone,, for the
dispatch' of American warships to thecanal to prewervw-th- neutrality of the
xmrtea states was maue at (thej sugges- -

oa oi. navai ornoers in charge or
wireless plants and "naval affairs in
the zone; it was. forwarded to Wash-
ington as - a mattter of .form by Col.
Goethals acting --in his capacity as
governor or the . canal zone and theincident is ended so far the Col. Goe
thals Is concerned. --So announced CoL
Goethals himself upon his arrival here
today, from fChristobal, on the steam
ship Panama. ,'. ,;

c?oa. Goethals said that naval of
ficers had reported to him that there
had been two violations of American
neutrality but declined to' give tjienames or the vessels involved.

"'One of ths Incidents was that of a
ship .which sailed without clearance
papers;' the other was a ship that was
reported to have been using her wire--;

less within the canal zone," Col. Goe-
thals said '

naval officers in charge
brought the matter to my attention
and. asked me, as governor, to requestthe government to send warships to
the canal zone. I transmitted their
request as a matter of form and there
my responsibility ends.

"In recommending that the ships be
sent I was governed by the recom
mendations made to me toy the naval
ouicers.

-- i. , Goethals expects .'to go to
Washington after the Christmas holt--
days to urge Congress to appropriate$10,000,000 for - the construction of
arydocks, barracks, . machine shopsand wharves in the canal zone. He
also said he expected to go to West
Point first to see his son, who is a
cadet at the military academy there,"I also-wa- nt to-asf- for an addi-
tional dredge when I go to Washington." he said. "I fear that we- - will
have to keep a dredge working on
tne canal steadily for a year or more.
The hills at Culetora seem to be set-
tling and this is the cause of the fre
quent slides. We have been able, how-
ever, fco get ships through the canalin much 'better time than we thoughtwe could; for Instance, we calculatedon a half -- hour to each of the threw
locks but wo find that a ship can be
passed through ; all three locks in 55
minutes."

CoL Goethals said that there are atthe present time still 25,000 men on
the government's payrolls in the canalzone.

PRESIDENT NAMES

HENRY C. HALL TO

COMMERCE BOARD
. Washington,. Dec. '23 President Wil-
son today nominated Henry Clay Hall,of Colorado Springs, Colo., to be inter-
state commerce commissioner.

BURGLARS TEAR
OUT PLUMBING;

FLOOD APARTMENT

The three-stor- y apartment house at
Crescent avenue and Crescent place,
owned by Dr. M. S. Rosen, was visited
by two men yesterday afternoon in
broad daylight, who ascended to a
vacant apartment on the third floor
and ripped1 out about 30 feet of lead
pipe, causing a flood in the apart-
ments underneath. The visit was dis-
covered when hurry calls were. sent in
for the janitor, who summoned . a
plumber in haste. Before the water
could be turned off damage to the
building, estimated by Dr." Rosen at
over $200, resulted. Considerable loss
was experienced by families under

l neath in water damage.

,' The ' 'funeral 'of Judge Edward F.
Halleri will be held from the home of
his brother, Thomas Hallen, 168 Sher-
wood avenue at 9 o'clock tomorrow
morning- and from St. Augustine's R.
C. church, where a solemn high mass
will be held at 9:30. Rev: James B.
Nihill, P. R., will bet the eelebrant of
the mass, Rev. J.' J. . Kennedy, deacon,
and Rev. E. - V.' Murphy, sab-deac- on.

Three, .,' of - his classmates from
Nashua iN. H., will toe pall bearers:
Dr. Aj ,W. Shea, Mayor-ele- ct James
T. . Crowley and County Solicitor P.
H. Sullivan ; aso Dr. James T. Power
of 'New Turk, former Police Commis-
sioner F. IX Baker, with' whom Judge
Hallen served,? Dr.. Charles W. Deane,
superintendent of schools, Edward H.
DiHon'and Attorney Thomas M. Oil--
linan. Interment ' will be in St. Ail- -
chad's cemetery.. ,

In honor of the late Judge, the City
Hall will foe closed all .morning while
the Probate' office will remain closed
all. day. ..The. funeral will (be marked
by the large attendance of city offi-"ci- als

and other : jJrominent people of
Bridgeport and Mother citiea '

Flags on the public schools and at
iCty Hall were at halfrmast today.

The flags on 'schools and N

public
buildings will remain ' at ; half-ma- st

until1 after .the funeral. Mayor Wilson
today .named Aldermen MacFayden,
Blakeslee and Walker the
board of aldermen at the funeral. The
mayor will attend and so will all the
principal city officials. V A1 city bus
iness will (be suspended during the
hours Of the funeral. , '

. .

BURNS LOSES HIS

SUIT fOR LIBEL

AGAINST PAPER

George ' Burns of the .firm of Burns
4b Co., has tost his libel suit against
the Telegram Publishing Co., accord
ing: to' a' decision handed down today
bv Judge Burpee of the. superior court.
The court finds that the particle which
Burns ;clasec- - was libelous? was print-
ed . without malice ' and toe finds in
favor of the Telegram company, to re-
cover costs. Burns sued for $5,000
damages. .

' .

In his , memorandum .Judge Burpee
says in part: .

'In its answer: the' defendant claims
that - this article "was published, in . re--;
gard to a matter of public interest.
concerning : public property and. pub
lic' business, and was made in good'faith and without intent to imputeto . the ,plairrtiffff any wrong act.; The
plaintiff denies this. Upon this issue
the evidence decidedly preponderatesto --the defendant's side..

"It may be that it might be con
strued asjcritioism of the plaintiff be-
cause he seemed to make this demand
upon the city for. pay for the use
of the tank, on account of picque or
chagrin occasioned by his failure to
be continued on the board of fir com
missioners. There was no, evidence.
however, - that . this ' was so,' nor did
it appear that" the , defendant acted
recklessly :or with any disregard of
the reputation of the plaintiff. In anyview of the publication itself or of the
circumstances of its publication, it can
not, without wrenching arid distortingits language, be said , to mean What
the plaintiff claims it means

"BDoreover, the. occasion 'of makingthis publication rebuts any prima fa
cie, inference of malice arising from
its publication- - that is, - the occasion
wacs- - one of privilege, ' and it does not
appear that in the use of the occasion
the defendant was actuated by any
malice. r '.--

"As in the case of Osborn against
Troup, 60 Conn., 491, the plaintiff here
has not alleged' or tried to prove any
special damages nor has he ever re--
guested a retraction; tout none, of the
grounds onwhich. the judgment in
that case . was " placed and sustained
can be discovered in this case .There
fore, Judgment may be' entered for the
defendant."

Burns objected to an article printed
in te Telegram in which the use by
the city , of a gasoline tank owned by
Burfns was mentioned; ' Mention was
made .that about 1,000 gallons of gas
oline ' were --missing and Burns thought
the tone of the article reflected upon
him. Burns .did not request a retrac-
tion '.but" started legal proceedings In
stead. " Former City Attorney Thomas
3d.. Cullinan reprseented the Telegram

"Rich MoTisrolian Palace
Is Destroyed By rfire

London, ' Dec. 23 despatch re
ceived here from. Urga, Mongolia, re
lates that the interior of the Palace
of the Kutuktu, or the Deified Lama
of the Mongols, with all its priceBless
treasures, has been, destroyed by fire.
Tne . loss eniaiiea is. saia xo De enor-
mous.

The wealth of the Kutuktu, derived
from the contributions of enthusiastic
devotoees, is desecribed as very great.
In and about Urga he owns 154,000
slaves, an abundance of worldly goods
and the most pretentious palace in
Mongolia,

MURDERED TO GET
FUNDS TO BUY DRUG

Corning, N. ; Dec. 23 John J,
McNulty, Who confessed to the police
that he killed Hogan Kane, a milk
man, near Holyoke.i Mass., in Au-

gust, 1907, today, waived extradition
as a fugitive from justice ' and was

J remanded to euait the arrival - of. . . . . . . .1 1 i i .Ot T T" 1 .3

killed Kane to get maney with which
to- buy a drug to the use of which
he was addicted.

'

7

Although further progress, ap--
parently, has' been made ' by . the
allies in their general offensive
movement, the Gorman armies as
a whole, are standing fast, and so
far as is known, have lost no im-
portant sections of the long line
on which they settled down after
the retreat which followed the

battle of the Marne early in the
war.

Today's official communications
indicate that each side has had its

( victories and defeats.- - The French
army chiefs state that they cap-
tured the last section of a line of
German trenches near ' Perthes-Xies-Hurlu- s,

where fighting has
been severe for several days and
have made an average gain of 800,
yards. The German statement,
speaking of this engagement, says
that the French attack was "partly'- 'repelled." -

French claims to progress in Bel- -'

gium are denied in Berlin where
it is said the British have suffered '
defeats at the hands of the Ger-
mans. ".. ,' The' German war office reports no
developments in the east, saying
merely the fighting is continuing.The French statement, however, as-
serts that the Russians are press- -'

ing forward their invasion of Ger-
many across the east Prussian
frontier - but admits that the Ger
mans have made' progress in the
fighting in Poland, to the west of

'Warsaw.. ; ,'. ... :

'. In the whole course of the war
thus far,-- covering nearly five
months, few occasions havw been
marked by such a confusion of

, OFFICIAL REPORTS

FRENCH
Paris, Dec, 23 The 'French war office -

this afternoon gave out an, official
statement as follows: . . -

"Xesterdav in' Belgium i iwe made'
slight progress between the sea and
the highway from Nieuport to Wes-ten- de

as well as in the region. between'
Steenstrawe and'Bixschoote where we
occupied a forest, some houses and 'a
redoubt.' '

'To ' the east of working
in conjunction with the British ; army
we recaptured the village of GJvenchy-Les-L- a

Bassee, which had been lost to
'us. , '

'In the region of Arras a heavy fog
made it necessary for both the enemy
and ourselves to lessen , our activities.

To the east of Amiens on the Aisne
and in champagne, there have been ar-
tillery " engagements. ' '

"In the region of Perthes-Ijes-H.u- r-

lus, we carried after a spirited cannon-
ade and two assaults, the last sectiorf
of the line which we. occupied . in part
December 21. We made an . average
gain of 800 yards. In the last trench
which came (nto our possession , we
captured a section of machine guns,
including the gun crews. A violent
counter-attac-k was repulsed.

'We also made progress to the north
east of Peau where further attacks on
the part of the enemy were without

'success. - , . v
"There has been a perceptible ad

vance on the part of our troops in the
forest of La Grurie against a front of
trenches 400 yards wide and running
not less than 260 yards deep. We blew
up with mines two of these German
lines of works- - and occupied the ex-

cavations.

ASK $413,000
FOR

Committee On Streets and Side-
walks Liberal With Pav- -'

ing Program. ;

The requisition of the streets and
sidewalks committee calls for" $413,-00- 0.

In 1913 the committee received
a total of $574,18jB. Among fche items
for this year are 348,700 for laying
Warrenite on various streets and a
total Of $184,700 for permanent pave-
ment. Last year the committee want-
ed $194,364 for 'bituminous macadam
and- - $199,694 for permanent pave-
ment. There is a bond issue of $200,-00- 0

for pavement other than water
bound macadam. It will be recalled
that Mayor Wilson and Director of
Public Works tourtade tried to take
$160,000 of this bond issue to lay
Warrenite in certain streets. Citizens
who opposed the plan had the con-
tracts halted by court action.

The items of the requisition follow:
Streets and Sidewalks.

Sidewalk, grading general, $5,000;
State highway construction, $2,500;
sidewalks, curb and gutter, new, . $6,-50- 0;

crosswalks, new, $4,500; grading
general, $4,000; watering troughs,
new, $1,000; tree removal, setting back
curb, etc.. $4,000; land damages, gen-
eral, $10,000; total, $37,500.

Grading.
Anson street, French street to Haw-le- y

avenue, $650; Capitol avenue, Main
street to Brooklawn avenue, and Main
street to Madison avenue, $3,200;
Capitol avenue from Madison to Park
avenue, $3,600; Capitol avenue, Park
to Brooklawn avenue, $200; Denver
avenue, Fairfield avenue north, $300;
Dewey street, State to Mountain
Grove street, $1,000; Fox street, Fair-
field avenue north, $1,100; Gilman
Street, Fairfield avenue to Courtland
street, $2,560; Hawley avenue, Anson
street to Gurdon avenue, $200; James
street, North avenue to Grand street,
$9,400; Laurel avenue, Brooklawn
avenue to Rooster river, includingsidewalk grading, $5,50-0- ; Park avenue
from Wade street to Capitol avenue.

Christmas Sentiment May
Mean a Lull In" Fighting:
Over Holidays Though llo
Formal Armistice Has
Been Declared- - Artillery

- Duels, Mark French Battle

London, Dec 23 The eighty'
mile front in' Russian Poland to
the west of Warsaw, where the
Germans and Russians are at;
grips on the banks of the Bzura,
Rawka and Pilica rivers, , con--n

tinues to be the scene of thel
most , desperate fighting "in,
either the eastern and westerns
arenas of the war.

When the weather condi- - i

tions under . which the troops
there are fighting are recall- -:

ed the sufferings of the men.;
in the trenches; may to some
extent be appreciated. The ;

country is .experiencing the ;

full'force of winter. ;

-

Big Xiosses On Eacli Side
Each side has sustained tremen

dous losses In this battle of the rivers
and although the Germans claim to
have. forced - the- - Busslan line at a
number of , points it is nevertheless a
fact, according to reports reaching
London, that the Russian front has
ben straighten-- out md It is diffi-c- ut

to visualize Which contender has
the "strategic, advantage.
. Again, there come trickling through
from Holland reports of vast move
ments - of German forces from the
east and west.. A despatch' reaching
here from Amsterdam says that thou-
sands of German troops have passed
through , lle toward
northern France. . ,

It is believed that notwithstanding
the future plan for an .armistice over
Christmas, some sort of a lull will set
in on" Christmas day itself. Christ
mas sentiment is deep in the men's
hearts and their positions' on the line
of battle, facing each, other in bitter
antagonism will not eradicate it.

The London? newspapers have de
cided unanimously not to publish on
Christmas Day and the official press
bureau will suspend its activities for
the afternoon of Dec 24 until the
evening of Dec. 25.
- Thousands of tons of Christmas
presents have been . sent to all the
men. '

PARIS VOTES BIG

BUDGET FOR WAR

Paris, .Dec. 23 rThe chamber of
deputies voted unanimously today an
appropriation of 8,500,000,000 francs
($1,700,000,000) to cover the expenses
of the next six months, including the.
cost of the war.

IMPERIAL BANK CUTS
WAR DISCOUNT RATE

Berlin, Dec. 23 The rate of dis-
count of the imperial bank of Ger-

many was reduced today to t 5 , per-
cent. This .puts the Tate of discount
back to what it was July 31, previ-- ;
ous to the outbreak of hostilities in
Europe.

KAISER IN COLOGNE
ON WAY TO FRONT

' London; , Dec. 23 In a '
despatch '

from Cologne the correspondent of
the Central .News says that Emperor.
William with his entire staff reached,,
Cologne today, from Berlin oa hlsj
way to the western vbattle front.

FRENCH CRUISER HIT
BY MERCHANT VSEL

New York, Dec. 23 The French
cruiser Descartes was damaged,
though not seriously, on November 23

in a collision with the steamer Strath -
more in the harbor of St. Lucia. The
Strathmore reported the accident on
her arrival here today.

The steamer touched at St. Lucia
on, her voyage from Buenos Ayres and
while- - steaming out of the harbor hev
steering gear "became Jammed, causing
her to foul the French cruiser which
was at anchor. The Strathmore was
obliged to put back for repairs.

OLDEST WOMAN IN '
i TJ. S. DEAD AT 117

New York, Dec. 23 Mrs. Hannah
Koskoff, said to have been the oldest
woman in the United States, died here
today. According to records in the
possession of descendants, she was 117
years Old, having been born in Kief,
Russia, in 1797. Up to a few months
ago she was in perfect health.

Ex-ITnit- ed States Senator William P.
West died n.t his home in Valsiosta
G--a --4

"Auatro-Grerma- n forces are movim
Into Poland along a front which runs
from a point' to the southeast of Pio--
trkow to" the west of the .river Nida in
Galioia. They have reached the riv
er, Duriajek, and thejr occupy a line
from Grybow toSmigdod to Sanok.

i he effort at a. sortie made bv the
Przemysl garrison-- resulted in compjetelailure. . .v- r s. !

GERMAN- -

Berlin, Dec 23, by wireless to Lon-
don.- The official statemetri issued to--'

day by the German army headquarters-
-says: . ,

.: ' , i
"Attacks in the region of Lomtoaert-zyd- e

and to the south of Bixschoote
have been easily by us. At
ERIchebourg XAvoue, the English
again were driven from their positions,
yesterday. Notwithstanding desper-
ate counter attacks --we have retained
all the positions which - we captured
from the English oh the Richebourg
canal from Aire to La Bassee. Since
Dec. 20th, 750 British arid colored sol
diers have been captured by us and
fl ve machine guns v and s . four mine
throwers taken. ' -

"In the neighborhood of Camp Chal-
ons, the enemy is showing greater ac-

tivity.
'"Attacks to the- - north of Sillerio,

southeast of Riheims, at-- Souain and at
Perthes have been partly repelled by
us with heavy losses to the French.

"The situation in - east and west
Prussia is' unchanged. Battles for
possesion of the branches of the. Bzdra
river (west of Warsaw) continue.

' "The situation on "the right bank of
the river Pilica remains unchanged.'1

60-fo- ot roadway, $5,100 or 32-fo- ot

roadway, $1,300; Parrott avenue from
French street south, $7,500; Scofield
avenue from Fairfield avenue to Ash
Creek. $1,500; . Salem street. Main
street to Anson Street, 10 per .cent.
grade Main street east,1 $4,100; Salem
street. Main, street to west end of
State street, 375 feet fill make-fro-

east of Main street, . ; ' State
street extension, Dewey street to Fair
field avenue to town line, $3,500;
Whittier street from Fairfield avenue
to School, $400; total. $46,000.

Plain. Macadam.
Auburn street,, Fairfield - avenue to

Cherry street, $800; Blackman place,
$1,400; Cherry street, Auburn street to
Hancock avenue," $4,800;, Federal
street. Main street to- - Madison avenue,
$6,300; " French street, North avenue
to Main street, $7,0.00; Park avenue
Wade street to Nortth avenue,-$62.00- ;

Scofield avenue, Fairfield avenue to
Ash Creek, $3,100; Wordin avenue.
Railroad to Bostwick avenue, $10,200
total, $41,800. u

Bituminous Macadam (Warrenite)
Beechwood,. avenue, entire length,

$34,600; Grovers avenue, - Brewster
street to Balmforth street, $6,200
Linwood avenue, entire length, $7,- -
900; total, $48,700. .

Permanent" Pavement.
Howard avenue. State street to Har

bor street. $44,400: Knowliton street.
East Washington to Berkshire avenue,
$42,000; Noble avenue, Barnum' ave-
nue to Beardsley park, $77,700; Sea-Vie- w

avenue, Stratford avenue to ship-
yard, $20,600; total, $184,700..

Miscellaneous.
Culvert, Park avenue near Jackson,

roadway of. 50 feet, $1,300; roadwayof 32 feet, $800; culvert--, Seaview ave-
nue at Coulter & McKenzie foundry,
$2,700; total, $3,500.

i Sidewalk Grading.Laurel avenue, Brooklawn place to
last domicile north, $1,200.

Comfort Stations. '
Three; . one at Congress street

bridge ' east end on city property, one
In city center site to come, one at west
end .Yellow Mill bridge, Stratford ave-
nue, $50,000. . . ' .

THE WEATHER.

Fair tonight and Thursday; not
much change in temperature. Fresh
west "winds.

f


